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2. Linguistic Area and Population 

(a) Area: Brok-skad, the language of the Dokpas (< Brogpas) 
oi the Brog-yul, is spoken mainly in villages of Da, Garkhon, 
Darchiks and a few hamlets surrounding these localities which 
fall in the upper Indus Valleys of Tehsils Kargil and Leh (Da in 
Kargil, others in Leh) in the district of Leh in Ladakh. These are 
the areas which have fully preserved the archaic form of the 
Darada language of the legendary Daradas of the north-west 
parts of the Aryavarta, besides a few villages of muslim converts 
oi the lower Indus valley, viz. Da-Da-Do, Chulichan and a few 
more. Formerly, the inhabitants of Hanu too spoke this very 
tongue, but more than one and a half century ago they are said 
to have been persuaded by a Ladakhi Buddhist King to give up 
their ancestral language, the Brok-skad and adopt Ladakhi as 
their mother tongue. As a result of this, now they speak a form 
or Ladaklii, similar to that of lower Ladakhi with a Purig accent. 

(b) Population: The exact number of the speakers of Brog- 
skad is not known. However, according to the Census of 1981 
the total population of the 4 prominent villages of Brog-vail, viz. 
Garklion, Da, Hanu and Darchik was estimated about 2467, If 
€3ne adds another 600 or so for other hamlets speaking Brok- 
Skad, the total populahon living between Hanu and Batalik, a 
ciistance of 180 Km. would be nearly 3000 or so. 



20 Tribal Languages of Ladakh-l 



9. Linguistic Substrata of Brok-Skad 

Brok-skad being affiliated to the Dras sub-group of the Shina 
group of Dardic languages, its immediate substratum could be the 
Dardic speech of Gilgit (Shina) as is evident from the comparative 
data presented on pages 23-25. But in a comparison with Shina and 
other languages of Dardistan and Kohistan reveals that there are 
deeper linguistic layers which in a diachronic process have been 
overlaid by exterior linguistic elements in most of them, btit have, 
due to geographical reasons, survived in the speech of Brog-yui. 

Writing about the languages of the upper Indus valley W. 
Crook (1973 (Reprint): 51) states, "In what is called the Kohistan 
or hill country, about the upper waters of Indus, the people speak 
a Sanskritic tongue derived from Indian plains, which in the 
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region where the Pathans are dominant has been replaced by Pashto" 
{Races of Northern India). 

An intensive historical analysis of Brok-skad reveals that it 
contains an amazingly high percentage of old Indo-Ar}^an element. 
Most of the primary stems, nominal as well as verbal, have their 
sources in the OIA stems. This aspect of it has extensively been 
illustrated while dealing with Nominal stems (see, Primary stems 
from OIA stock) and Verb Roots (see Primary Roots). (Also see 
et}^mological notes in Concise Dichonary). 

This language, due to faithful preservation of earlier forms of 
Dardic language, has a special significance for the diachronic studies 
of the languages of the Darada group as a whole. Its intensive and 
extensive diachronic analysis is sure to help in solving the problem 
of identifying the sub-strata, not only of this but of all the other 
languages of the Darada groups. 

As stated above the contact of the speakers of Brok-skad was 
snapped with their kinsmen many centuries back, when their 
ancestors migrated to this rugged mountainous valley. Under the 
circumstances the only precious assets that they could carry with 
them were their language and culture, which they conhnued to 
preserve with love and reverence in this secluded land, bereft of all 
contacts with outside world, for a few centuries. But there came a 
time in the past when this tribe, which was proud of its culture and 
language, was persuaded or compelled by the Tibetan rulers of 
Ladakh to embrace Buddhism and give up the use of their language 
and customs. It is said that the Dards of Hanu after embracing 
Buddhism gave up their language as well, but the Dards of other 
localities did not give up their language and customs even after 
embracing Buddhism as their religion. They continued to maintain 
their ancestral communicative system. But it could not escape the 
mipact of the religious conversion. For, on account of this religious 
invasion the land was opened to the lamas from Ladakh and Tibet, 
who built a few gonpas there and conducted certain religious 
ceremonies of the people there. Naturally, the linguistic intercourse 
that was bound to take place there between the speakers of Brok- 
skad and Ladakhi/Tibetan had its effect on the speech of these 
Dards. Consequently, a number of Tibetan terms made an inroad 
into the exclusive area of Brok-skad and in due course of time they 
were fully assimilated in it. Now, they are an integral part of their 
verbal communication. As such one may notice that though the 
lowest sub-stratum of it pertains to PIA, yet there are a few 
subsequent layers too, the topmost of wliich is Tibetan. 
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